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An &tstanding Fducation for ALL
Children: Learning from Reggio
Emilia’s Approac/fz to Inclusion

For more than a decade, Reggio Emilia’s outstanding municipal schools and educa-
tional approach for young children have attracted the attention and careful study of
tens of thousands of early childhood educators from around the globe. Until recently,
what appears to have gone almost unnoticed in all this attention is how Reggio is able
to foster both the cognitive and social development of not only typically developing
children, but also of children with all types of disabilities (Edmiaston & Fitzgerald,
20005 Elgas & Peltier, 1998; Gandini & Gambetti, 1997a; Gandini & Gambetti,
1997b; Kaminsky, 1997; Smith, 1998). A move to embrace the Reggio philosophy of-
fers us the opportunity to enhance the lives of ALL children and ATL families. In Reg-
gio Emilia, children with disabilitics are referred to as children with “special rights,”
and they are given top priority in énrollment. Whatever the disability, every single
child with special rights in the town of Reggio Emilia is offered a spot in the munici-
pal schools, beginning at the age of three months.

This chapter takes a look at the thirty-year history of educators and parents work-
ing together to provide a carcfully planned, high-quality inclusive experience for chil-
dren with special rights. The chapter opens with a look at the historical beginning of
the inclusive movement, both in Italy in general and Reggio in particular. Reggio’s ap-
proach to inclusion is presented within the context of their key principles, as a point
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