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Mara Davoli has been an atelierista at Pablo Neruda Preschool since 1993.
Emanuela Paglia has been a teacher at Bellelli Infant-Toddler Center for 13
years. Elena Giacopini is a member of the pedagogical coordinating team of the
Istituzione Preschools and Infant-Toddler Centers - Municipality of Reggio
Emilia. This article is based on a presentation during a study tour of the munic-
ipal infant-toddler centers and preschools of Reggio Emilia called "Dialogues on
Education" with educators from Georgia, South Carolina and California in May
2006. The development of this article was also supported by the new book, La
Musica e un Suono Ben Fatto: Dall'ascolto alla Composizione, which
includes text, images, graphic representation and a CD related to this project on
sound and music. This project is also featured in "The Wonder of Learning - The
Hundred Languages of Children” exhibit, which opened in Boulder, Colorado in
June. The editors of Innovations would like to thank the translator, Jane
McCall, for her contribution to this article, and express their appreciation to
Reggio Children for its role in this article's publication.

Every three years in the city of Reggio Emilia, there is a prestigious international
competition for string quartets called "Premio Paolo Borciani." The Reggio municipal
infant-toddler centers and preschools, and Reggio Children were invited to
collaborate and participate in a project in conjunction with this competition, which
bears witness to how our city's cultural institutions and our educational project are
ever more closely intertwined. Other collaborators in this project were the Fondazione
| Teatri, an institution that strongly believes in creating links between the theater and
schools, and Max Mara, which fully supported this project. In the weeks preceding
the competition, the twenty participating string quartets played for the people of
Reggio Emilia in the piazzas and courtyards of the city.

This project tells the story of the encounter between the musical language and the
two to six year-old children from the Bellelli Infant-Toddler Center and Pablo Neruda
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